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Welcome to Aspects
Welcome to the second edition of our
De Villiers’ newsletter Aspects.

Six months have passed since the inaugural 
edition of Aspects and, we have enjoyed a 
positive start to the year - completing a large 
property acquisition for one client, securing 
good business rates reductions on appeals 

for others, and we have taken on new banking clients. Enquiries 
and actual residential and commercial valuations have grown by 
30% on a like-for-like basis compared with last year supporting 
our positive outlook for 2013.

I am very pleased to welcome Mark Short to De Villiers. He joins us 
as director from Aitchisons Raffety where he headed up the London 
Office. Mark is a RICS qualified surveyor with strong expertise in 
Landlord and Tenant, Valuations and Business Rates appeals. James 
Perris and I qualified with Mark 15 years ago and we look forward to 
introducing Mark to you over the coming months. 

Anna Svandova joins us from the marketing team of a large city 
based insurance company. She recently graduated from Brunel 
University with First Class Honours in Business and Marketing. 

I hope you enjoy our second issue of Aspects. 

Regards

By Paul Wise
Commercial Director, BSc (Hons) MRICS
Paul.wise@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk
twitter@DVsurveyors

De Villiers Chartered Surveyors Limited
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Beko, represented by De Villiers, have purchased Croxley 

Gateway in Watford from Threadneedle Property 

Investments for £2.75 million. The property extends to 

27,500 sq ft over two fl oors which Beko will refurbish 

using De Villiers’ project management services to 

provide a new corporate HQ that includes a substantial 

showroom facility. The property was originally 

constructed in 1990 and was formerly occupied by 

Xerox and sold to Threadneedle Property Investments

in 2006.

Beko plc is one of the leading Home appliance companies 

in the UK and Ireland today, with over 19 million products 

sold since UK operations began in 1991.  The company’s 

Beko  brand is one of the top 10 appliance brands in the 

world and it holds the Number 1 position in Refrigeration, 

Washing Machines, and Free Standing Cookers in the UK 

as well as having other successful brands in its portfolio, 

including Leisure range cookers and Blomberg. Beko plc is 

currently based in Watford and the new Headquarters will 

facilitate future plans for expansion.

Paul Wise, Head of Commercial at De Villiers, said, “Beko are 

an exciting and growing company investing in UK property. 

Croxley Gateway will fulfi l their requirements for showcasing 

their products and providing extra space for recruitment over 

the coming years. Croxley Gateway was identifi ed early on as a 

standout opportunity to purchase a building in good condition. 

This transaction proves that there are some great opportunities 

for cash rich corporates at the moment. We look forward to 

working closely with Beko on fi tting out the premises over the 

next 6 months”.

Ragip Balcioglu, Managing Director of Beko, commented, 

“Our general vision is to have at least one of our products 

in every home in the UK. Watford has been a successful 

base for Beko  for a number of years and our new HQ at 

Croxley Gateway will help us meet our challenges and 

objectives over the next few years.”

 

De Villiers represented Beko PLC and Stimpsons and Knight 

Frank represented Threadneedle.

For more details on how De Villiers Corporate Relocation 

Services can help you please contact:

By Paul Wise

Commercial Director, BSc (Hons) MRICS

Paul.wise@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk

Tel: 0207 887 6009

Beko buy and UPSIZE in Watford

Croxley Gateway in Watford purchased by Beko
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Residential Market Summary

 ¡ 2012 saw prime residential property in London rise 8.1% 

but average rents were down by 3.1%.

 ¡ Stamp Duty increases in 2012 had a signifi cant effect 

on House prices in the £2.0m + bracket although with 

activity levels showing a marked change in December 

2012 when the new ARPT was clarifi ed.

 ¡ 2013 has seen prime residential property prices rise by 

1.4% already.

 ¡ There appears no drop off in demand from the overseas 

buyers who made up around 50% of purchasers in prime 

London areas last year.

 ¡ The favourable exchange rate is likely to fuel further 

buying in Central London over 2013 with burgeoning 

middle classes in China and other growing economies 

looking to international cities like London to purchase 

a home.

 ¡ With such a fragile world-wide economy some degree 

caution must always be stressed but 2013 is likely to see 

further growth in the prime central London areas.

Average House sales prices for All London Areas

1 Bed House      2 Bed House      3 Bed House      4 Bed House      5+ Bed House  

Average fl at sales prices for All London Areas

Year      Studio Flat      1 Bed Flat      2 Bed Flat      3+ Bed Flat

For further insight and commentary on London 

residential market please contact: 

 James Perris

 Managing Director

 James.perris@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk

 Tel: 0207 887 6009
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De Villers Cricket Challenge

England Ladies Captain Charlotte EdwardsJohn Lever being dispatched for 4! The Team

On yer bike…
De Villiers director Paul Wise and three friends are taking on a gruelling challenge of 
Cycling over 300 miles to Brussels to raise money for Urban Access, a Youth Counselling 
Charity that De Villiers staff are trustees of and passionately support.

Paul is looking to raise £5000 over the 3 days with all proceeds going to charity.
Any donations are gratefully received via the justgiving web site at www.justgiving.co.uk 
or contact Paul Wise, Commercial Director at DeVilliers

Paul.wise@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk
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De Villiers are pleased to sponsor the 3rd Annual West Herts 6 a 

Side Charity Cricket Challenge and are looking for teams to join us 

at this superb event.

To give you the opportunity to bowl at Peter Such, face the 

spin of Charlotte Edwards or knock Mark Illott for six on Friday 

12th July, contact james.perris@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk 

to confi rm sponsorship of your team.  Th e number of teams is 

limited, so be sure to get in touch soon.

The cost for this day of entertainment is £1000 per team 

including a late breakfast, lunch and an early evening BBQ with all 

profi ts going to De Villiers charities, Urban Access and Signpost.  

You can also arrange to bring other members of staff, family and 

friends along to enjoy the day and rest assured the Trent Bridge 

Test Match will provide entertainment between your matches.

In this fast moving game, adrenalin levels run high, working 

together is everything. Triumphs are celebrated ecstatically, 

calamities quickly forgotten in the Clubhouse bar, and everyone 

is rewarded for taking part. When you add a former professional 

cricketer to each team, the experience is 

unforgettable. For a cricket fan, opening the 

batting with England Captain Charlotte 

Edwards, or facing Martin Bicknell, is not to 

be missed.

Aspects    De Villiers Chartered Surveyors Limited

Join us batting and cycling for charity



De Villers Cricket ChallengeAshurst Manor Ascot fully let

Ashurst Manor Grounds

Reception Area

PiLON have signed a new 10 year lease with a 5 year break option on 4,746 sq ft at 

Orbit Southern’s Ashurst Manor in Sunninghill, Ascot.

PiLON is a multi-trade subcontractor specialising in housing and will be moving from 

Bracknell to Ascot.

The agreed rent equates to £18.75 psf.

The letting follows on closely to lettings earlier this year at Orbit’s nearby Kings Ride 

Court of 2,014 sq ft to CBS Interiors and 6,094 sq ft to Alectia.

Letting agents for Ashurst Manor are De Souza and De Villiers. PiLON were 

unrepresented.

Specifi cation:

■   Air-conditioning 
■   Suspended ceilings
■   LG3 lighting
■   Raised fl oor
■   Male, female and disabled WC’s
■   Lanscaped grounds
■   23 Car parking spaces (1.206 sq ft)
■   Additional parking available

5Aspects    De Villiers Chartered Surveyors Limited

De Villiers have been appointed as lettings agent for the following superb 
modern, air-conditioned commercial offi ces based in Ascot, Berkshire.
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In Issue 1 we asked ‘What is the most expensive single 
residence sold in London this year?’  The answer was £77 million 
property in Mayfair (Chesterfi eld Street). Sorry, there were no 
correct answers!

This Issue’s question is…

How many fl oors does The Shard have?
The fi rst three correct answers will win a case of Champagne.
Entries by 1st April 2013 to info@dv-surveyors.co.uk

Property quiz question

6

’  The answer was £77 million 

Property quiz question

De Villers Cricket ChallengeAnd fi nally…

Anna has qualifi ed at Brunel 
University in Business and 
Management – Marketing in 2011 
with First Class Honours degree. 
She has since worked for IBI Group 
consultancy and design fi rm as a 
business development coordinator and 

has undertaken her marketing internship at Turner Rawlinson 
– insurance brokers where she assisted with developing 
marketing strategies and campaigns, online marketing activities 
and email campaigns.

In her spare time Anna enjoys sports including tennis, skiing, 
swimming as well as travelling when possible.

Anna Svandova
Marketing Executive BSc (Hons)  
Anna.svandova@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk

A spotlight on Mark Short, Director, and Anna Svandova, Marketing Executive.

Head offi ce, 2nd Floor, Berkeley Square House, Berkeley Square, London, W1 6BD  T: 020 7887 6009 E: info@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk W: www.dv-surveyors.co.uk

Mark Short Bsc (hons) MRICS is a 
chartered surveyor with 25 years 
commercial property surveying 
experience.  After graduating from 
University of Westminster, Mark 
started his career at Fleurets 
Chartered Surveyors (specialists in 

leisure property). He subsequently spent the past 19 years as 
director at Aitchison Raffety, setting up the London offi ce in 
2001 and running a multi-disciplinary surveying offi ce of more 
than 20 staff. He has a vast experience of the commercial 
property market, is expert in the fi elds of Landlord & Tenant 
and Rating and is a RICS Registered Valuer.

Mark has a young family but still plays Football and Golf and 
supports Watford FC.

Mark Short
Director,  BSc (Hons)  MRICS  
Mark.short@devilliers-surveyors.co.uk


